Note to ALL APHU students:


It always astounds me that students in my classes would be so naïve as to believe that I am not always aware (or am not likely to become aware) of important occurrences that take place in my absence or behind my back.  Upper level courses attract both students of strong ethical standards and those who are willing to sacrifice ethics for a seemingly easier path through the class’s challenges.  This past Thursday (exam day) I reluctantly put my faith in my students to take their exam fairly and honestly… it seems my faith in my students is misplaced.  


I have become aware that an important database of APHU exam questions had been leaked to the web and has since been discovered by one of my students who has, in turn, shared that resource with a number of other students.  This affects ALL of us in several ways:
1. As an instructor of college board curriculum, it is incredibly difficult to find test materials of that elevated stage to use for my students so that they can grow, be well assessed, and perform on the big exam in May… that resource has been stripped from me, making my very difficult job that much more difficult… definitely NOT appreciated.  You, the students (this year and future students) will be less prepared if I cannot find an alternate resource now that this one has been stolen from me.

2. The Economic Geography Exam you took this Thursday is VOID.  You all will take a new Exam (that I get to try to create over my spring break… also NOT appreciated) when you return.  Incidentally,  ALL of the test material that I have created for this course will have to be discarded and I get to start from scratch… again… ALSO NOT appreciated. 

3. Having put anything less than YOUR OWN effort into ANY of the activities in this course has robbed you of the knowledge and understanding that YOU will need in order to do well on the Exam in May.  In short, your cheating only serves to hurt YOU in the end… in this instance, its really hurt all of us.  

4. Moreover, I’ve lost one of the most important and valued aspects of my position as your teacher; both trust and respect for your efforts as students of advanced studies… that was stolen too, and its going to be even more difficult to get that back… ALSO NOT APPRECIATED.  

There are NO SHORTCUTS to success.  In this case, the attempts of a few to take shortcuts has set us all back considerably.  

Expect changes when you return. 

