Law 1

Mixed Grade Level Elective Course

Course Syllabus

Teacher:  Mr. Sutton

Course Description:


This course is designed to introduce the student to legal processes and the development and enforcement of those processes in our democratic society.  Students who have completed this course will have a strong, general working- knowledge of the American legal system and its practical application to their lives. 
Materials: 


-Text: Street Law, A Course in Practical Law  Glencoe


-Notebook


-1in 3-ring binder

Supplementary Reading:


-Article exerts from UpFront magazine


-Selected Supreme Court Decisions (for analysis) 

Course Objectives: 

· Explore the development and purpose of laws and legislation in this society and briefly explore, by comparison, how other societies have made these developments and for what purposes.  

1. Purpose of Law discovery unit

2. Laws in Social Context discovery unit

3. Constitutional Law: creation/history, interpreting the constitution(constitutionality), amending the constitution

4. Civil rights review: Bill of Rights overview

5. Creating and Passing a Law

· Develop an understanding of how disputes between private parties are settled.
1. The need and purpose for a ‘civil’ section of our legal system 

2. The Chain of Appeal

3. Supreme Court 

4. Rulings and Precedent 

· Obtain a working knowledge of law enforcement institutions, procedures, and their development as they adjust to the needs of our society.  

1. Criminal Law: purpose and procedure
2. Enforcement Body and Authority

3. Metamorphosis of Law, Enforcement, and Punishment

· Obtain a working knowledge of court procedure. 

1. Arrest and Sentencing 

2. Rights

3. Court Procedure

4. Case Review
· Describe and apply laws and rules governing practical applications.
1. Contract law

2. Consumer law

3. Credit, loans, and laws governing automobile ownership

4. Laws governing rental properties (renting an apartment) 

5. Family law
Course Requirements: 


To achieve these course objectives requires that you keep up with the work assigned, that you attend classes, and that you actively participate whenever the opportunity is afforded you… which will be often. 

1. Read.  You are expected to read the assigned material in advance of the class for which they are assigned.  

2. Do your homework on time.  Late assignments will not be accepted unless you have made arrangements with the instructor prior to the day on which the assignment is due.  If prior notification is truly impossible, I assume there’s some way to document that impossibility and will expect to see it.  

3. Attend class… in body, mind, and spirit.  Due to the nature of this course, much of the material and learning will take place during class lecture, discussion, and in-class activities.  Failure to pay attention and participate will seriously hamper your ability to achieve as much as we all know you can! 

Grading Procedure:


This course is a “Total Points” course meaning that there are no “weighted” assignments.  Each assignment (in-class activity, homework, quiz, test, research paper, group project etc…) is assigned a point value according to level of difficulty and time commitment.  At the end of the quarter, the total value of all of the assignments combined (regardless of assignment type) is pooled.  The student’s letter grade is assessed according to that student’s percentage of points earned compared to the total number of points made available that quarter.  

Classroom Expectations (Conduct):

· Be on time... no excuses.  (In your seat at the bell.)

· Be prepared and ready to learn:  Have everything you need for class, including homework, ready to go when the bell rings. 

· Listen to directions and instructions carefully, THEN raise your hand if you have questions or comments. 

· Respect other students’ right to learn.  (Stay in your seat, focused and on-task.  Make no distractions to others.  Ex: talking out of turn) 

· Respect our learning environment.  (If it isn’t yours, don’t touch it.  If it’s a mess, clean it up)

· Food, candy, and gum are not permitted, however, drinks in a screw-top container are allowed (subject to revocation). 

· If you are experiencing flu-like symptoms see the nurse right away.  It is very important to keep your hands clean and take precautions to safeguard yourself. 

· Do your very best EVERY day.   Your destiny is in your hands. 

