Introduction to Horticulture 
Mixed Grade Level Elective Course

Course Syllabus

Teacher:  Mr. Sutton

Course Description:


This course is designed to introduce students to the science (and art) of horticulture and gardening.  This survey of horticulture will provide an opportunity to learn basic plant science knowledge and apply what is learned in a variety of hands-on experiences.  Strong emphasis will be made on team cooperation, participation, and completion of assignments.  

The class will have two halves; Horticulture (mostly concepts covered in the classroom) and Gardening (the practical application of many of the ideas we’re learning or will learn in the classroom).  These two halves are designed to aid and complement one another. 
Materials: 


There is no text for this course.  A variety of information sources will be used ranging from documentary films and interviews to articles and scientific study reports.  Obviously, we’ll need lots of different materials for the gardening portion of the class.  Fortunately, we won’t need it right away or all at once.  We will plan for our material needs in advance of each stage of the gardening process and arrange for the acquisition of those items at each stage.  A more complete list of anticipated material needs will be provided. 
Course Objectives: 


Through this course, students will learn:
1. The basic principles of plant science. (plant structure, germination, propagation etc.)
2. The historical, cultural, and economic role plants have had and are currently playing in human societies. 

3. Plant classification.

4. Plant Growth (soil, nutrition, light, water, etc...)

5. The array of uses of cultivated plants (landscape, food, medicine, materials, etc…)

6. Sustainable practices in a rapidly changing world

7. How to plan and organize a garden

8. How to work well with others on a shared vision

9. How to plan for achieving long-term objectives

10.  A little self-reliance and a sense of accomplishment.  

Horticulture Outline:

· What is Horticulture?

· History of plant propagation and use by humanity

· Plant structure

· Germination, Propagation, Transplanting

· Plant Classification

· Plant Growth: Soil and Nutrition

· Plant Environment: Light and Water

· Pests, Diseases, Weeds

· Medicinals, Herbs, Spices

· Ornamentals and Landscape design

· Sustainable practices

· Climate change and horticulture
Garden Outline: 

· Solarizing

· Soil Preparation and Testing

· Soil Augmentation 

· Propagation

· Planting according to season

· Maintenance: weeding, watering, pest control

· Harvest

· Clean-out
· Preparations for next Garden

Course Requirements: 


To achieve these course objectives requires that you keep up with the work assigned, that you attend classes, and that you actively participate whenever the opportunity is afforded you… which will be often. 

1. Read.  You are expected to read the assigned material in advance of the class for which they are assigned.  

2. Do your homework on time.  Late assignments will not be accepted unless you have made arrangements with the instructor prior to the day on which the assignment is due.  If prior notification is truly impossible, I assume there’s some way to document that impossibility and will expect to see it.  

3. Attend class… in body, mind, and spirit.  Due to the nature of this course, much of the material and learning will take place during class lecture, discussion, and in-class activities.  Failure to pay attention and participate will seriously hamper your ability to achieve as much as we all know you can! 

Grading Procedure:


This course is a “Total Points” course meaning that there are no “weighted” assignments.  Each assignment is assigned a point value according to level of difficulty and time commitment.  At the end of the quarter, the total value of all of the assignments combined (regardless of assignment type) is pooled.  The student’s letter grade is assessed according to that student’s percentage of points earned compared to the total number of points made available that quarter.  

Classroom Expectations (Conduct):

· Be on time... no excuses.  (In your seat at the bell.)

· Be prepared and ready to learn:  Have everything you need for class, including homework, ready to go when the bell rings. 

· Listen to directions and instructions carefully, THEN raise your hand if you have questions or comments. 
· Personal Electronic Devices are a major distraction.  Their use is strictly prohibited in my classroom.  They are not to be seen or heard. 
· Respect other students’ right to learn.  (Stay in your seat, focused and on-task.  Make no distractions to others.  Ex: talking out of turn) 

· Respect our learning environment.  (If it isn’t yours, don’t touch it.  If it’s a mess, clean it up)

· Food, candy, and gum are not permitted, however, drinks in a screw-top container are allowed (subject to revocation). 

· Do your very best EVERY day.   Your destiny is in your hands. 

