Chapter 9

Activity Review Guide

The Diffusion of Languages

*Completely IDENTIFY the following concepts.

*Provide a SPECIFIC EXAMPLE for EACH!

Sound shift

Deep reconstruction

Language divergence

Language convergence

Language replacement

Conquest Theory

Agriculture Theory

Nostratic

The Renfrew Model
The Greenberg Hypothesis

*Who were the Following Cultural Geographers and what were their contributions to Human Geography?

August Schleicher

William Jones

Luca Cavalli-Sforza

Robert Ammerman

Thomas Gamkrelidze

Victor Ivanov

Sokal, Olden, and Wilson

Colin Renfrew

Vladislav Illich-Svitych

Aharon Dolgopolsky

Joseph Greenberg

*COMPLETELY respond to the following questions: 

1. How do the phenomena of language divergence, convergence and replacement complicate the study of language origin and diffusion?  Give examples to illustrate your points. 

2. Compare and contrast the Conquest Theory and the Agriculture Theory for the diffusion of Indo-European language.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of the theories? 
3. Describe the Renfrew Model

4. Describe the origin and diffusion of languages through the Pacific.  Which languages evolved where?  What factors effected their development and diffusion?

5. Describe the Greenberg Hypothesis for the diffusion of language through the Americas.  What are some of the implications of this hypothesis?  What are some of the criticisms and controversy surrounding the hypothesis?

6. What effects did the development of the printing press and the nation-state have on the diffusion of languages?  What other developments have impacted the diffusion of language? 

7. Is the world trending toward more languages or fewer?  Explain with reasons and examples. 

