Ch 8 Activity Review
Language Geography

· Identify the following concepts COMPLETELY.

· Provide a valid example for each.

Preliterate societies

Linguistic diversification

Language

Standard language

Dialect

Isoglosses

Language family

Language subfamily

Language groups

· Short Essay Response Questions: give a fully-developed, explained response using the appropriate and relevant concepts from this and previous units.  

1. Describe the difference of language, standard language, dialect, language family, and language group.  Give an example of a language and identify/name these components/parts within that example language. 
2. Why do states often try to promote a standard language?  How do they try to implement/enforce its usage or authority?  Who decides what the standard language should be?  What is America’s standard language?
3. Whats the distinction between a language and a dialect?  How are languages categorized into language families?  What is the most widely dispersed language family in the world?  Which has the most speakers?  

4. Print a blank world map from the internet (eduplace.com is a great source) and reproduce the language map on pgs 114-115.  VERY IMPORTANT.  Study the other maps in this chapter closely!

5. Compare and contrast Africa, Europe, South Asia, and East Asia as Language Regions.  What geographic, demographic, and cultural pressures are at work to produce the language patterns you see in each? 

6. Is Chinese really one language or several?  Make your argument and back it up with real evidence!
