Agriculture Geography

FRQ Activity #1


Use all of your AP resources (notes, lecture, books, guides…) to FULLY answer the following three questions.  You must produce a complete outline, making sure you include all relevant terminology.  Afterward, construct your written response.  Make sure you clearly label the parts of your response and define all terminology.  Remember, FRQ is HALF of your exam score… learn to seize ALL of the available points by KNOWING and APPLYING the course material to the question being asked.  Do your best work on this assignment. 

 1. The main division within agriculture exists between subsistence and commercial methods of production. 

A) Define subsistence and commercial agriculture. 

B) Describe the geographic distribution for subsistence and commercial 

agriculture today. 

C) Discuss in detail the striking differences between subsistence and commercial agriculture for the following categories: 

i. farm size. 

ii. use of machinery. 

iii. purpose of farming. 

iv. percentage of farmers in the labor force. 

v. relationship of farming to other businesses.

 2. The von Thunen model of rural land use is often used to analyze the distribution of different types of agriculture across the landscape. 

A) Describe the basic geographic principles of the model. 

B) How would the categories listed below alter the distribution agricultural practices, according to the von Thunen model. 

i. topographic features 

ii. modern forms of transportation 

iii. climatic and soil variations 

C) Apply von Thunen’s model to either the United States or the continent of Europe, and describe in detail where the single market would be located, and the geographic distribution of the five major rings of the model.

 3. Choose two of the three agricultural revolutions and describe in detail the following: 

A) Where was the hearth(s) and why? 

B) What type(s) of diffusion spread the practices associated with the agricultural revolutions you chose? 

C) Discuss in detail two benefits and one drawback to the agricultural revolutions you chose. 

