RELIGION

Case Study

Hinduism v Buddhism

As you know, both Hinduism and Buddhism share a common hearth region.  The history and the diffusion of these religions are important in understanding the differences between the two.  For this activity you will: 

1. Produce a map that depicts the origin (hearth) of BOTH religions AND the diffusion of each. (where they spread to)

2. Explain, in writing, the push factors that produced the diffusion patterns in your map. (i.e. what caused the religions the spread where they did)

3. Hinduism and Buddhism have striking similarities in their belief structures, but they do have their differences too.  Write a comparative analysis of the two.  Explain what the two have in common and how they differ concerning religious practice. 

4. Buddhism has split into two main sects over time, Mahayana and Theravada.  Describe what caused the split and the differences in beliefs and practices between the two. 

